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Objectives

The aim of the workshop is to prepare the students for writing their MA thesis. To this end, the workshop will
provide:

(a) overview of different sub-fields of economics

(b) tools and skills for finding, reading and assessing the quality of research papers in economics
(c) overview of the theoretical and empirical research methods commonly used in economics

(d) tools for organizing academic writing through understanding its objective and rules

The course will include:

- Lectures by the course instructors

- Invited presentations by faculty members

- Home assignments and presentations by the students

- Participation in departmental seminars. Following the seminar attendance, and within 2 weeks of
the seminar, students must submit a one-page summary of the seminar. This summary must detail the
following: 1) what was the research question? 2) what is the motivation for the research question? 3) How
is the research question addressed? Other information can include obstacles encountered in addressing
the research question

The schedule of the seminars: http://in.bgu.ac.il/en/humsos/Econ/Pages/seminars.aspx




Grading

The course grade will be based on:
o Attendance (10% - departmental seminars and 10% - class attendance). Students can miss at most one
class during the academic year without lowering their grade. Missing more than one class will result
in a lower final grade, unless the appropriate documentation justifying the absence is presented in a
timely manner. Missing more than four classes will mean a student has failed the course.
e 2 classroom presentations (40%)
e 4 homework assignments (40%).

Detailed Course Outline

Class | Date Outline Assignments
1 29.10.2019 | e Logistics of the course
e Introduction to academic research
e Overview of subfields
2 05.11.2019 | e Overview of subfields Assignment 1 given out
e Invited presentations by faculty members
e Explanation on Assignment 1
3 12.11.2019 | e Feedback on assignment 1 Assignment 2 given out
e Invited presentations .
Assignment 1 due
e How to search for papers
e Explanation on Assignment 2
4 19.11.2019 | e Research methods — part I
e Feedback on Assignment 1
5 26.11.2019 | e Research methods — part II Assignment 2 due
6 10.12.2019 e How to find a research question Assignment 3 given out
e Discussion and updates
e Feedback on Assignment 2
7 17.12.2019 | e Data Assignment 3 due
e Preparation for Presentation 1
8 14.01.2020 | e Presentation 1
e Feedback on assignment 3
BREAK
9 17.03.2020 | e Academic writing Assignment 4 given out
10 31.03.2020 | ¢ TBA Assignment 4 due




1 21.04.2020 | e TBA

Feedback on assignment 4

12 19.05.2020 | e presentations by the students of Research Proposal

13 26.05.2020 | e presentations by the students of Research Proposal

Home Assignments

The assignments will include:

Assignment 1: summary of Introduction to an academic paper
Assignment 2: building bibliography

Assignment 3: formulating research questions

Assignment 4: practicing academic writing

See detailed instructions for each assignment below!
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Detailed instructions for Assignments:
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